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Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

Prior to examining the application, please amend the above-identified application as 
follows: 

List of Claims begins on page 2 of this paper. 

Amendments to the claims are reflected in the Listing of Claims which begins on page 2 
of this paper. 



Remarks begin on page 1 1 of this paper. 



Certificate of Mailing Under 37 C.F.R. 1.8 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United Slates Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class mail 

in an envelope addressed to Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner for The Director is hereby authorized to 

Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on: charge any additional amount required, or 

Date: October 4. 2005 credit any overpayment, to Deposit 

Signature: JiSLtk^ Account N °- « *4409. 

Printed Name: Dvanna Cnanman 
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REMARKS 

In response to the telephone conversation concerning an election/restriction requirement, 
the Examiner indicated that the present application contained four groups: Claims 1-35, 37, and 
38 (group 1), Claims 39-44 (group 2), Claims 45-53 (group 3), and Claims 54-62 (group 4). In 
addition, the Examiner identified Claims 28-36 linked to Groups 1 or 2. Pursuant to a follow-up 
telephone conversation with the Examiner on September 29, 2005, Applicant elected Claims 45- 
53 (group 3) for prosecution on the merits. Applicant reserves the right to file divisional 
applications on the non-elected claims without disclaimer or prejudice. 

Applicant submits this Preliminary Amendment for consideration by the Examiner. 
Independent Claim 45 has been amended. In addition, new dependent Claim 63 has been 
presented for review. 

Applicant respectfully submits that all claims are allowable in view of the prior art. 
Acknowledgement of receipt is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 



CSna M. Krfedlik, Reg. No. 42,748 
STINSON MORRISON HECKER LLP 
1201 Walnut, Suite 2800 
Kansas City, MO 64 1 06-2 1 50 
Telephone: (816) 842-8600 
Facsimile: (816)691-3495 
Attorney for Applicant 



DB02/D00409 01 67/68S0722. 1 



11 



